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Saratoga County Planning Board 
Meeting Minutes 
April 21, 2016 

 
The meeting held at the office of the Saratoga County Planning Department 
located at 50 West High Street in Ballston Spa was called to order at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Members Present:  Ed Vopelak, Acting Chairman, Paul Loomis, Don 
McPherson, Ian Murray, Connie Wood and Devin Dal Pos. 
 
Staff: Jason Kemper, Director of Planning, Michael Valentine, Senior Planner; 
Jaime O’Neill, Planner, Cyndi Nick Secretary.  
 
Guests: Steve Williams, Daily Gazette, Barbara Kerr, Council Woman Town of 
Milton. 
 
Recusals:  Don McPherson recused himself from #15-171,#16-62,#16-71,#16-
72. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  
The minutes of the March 17, 2016 meeting were unanimously approved on a 
motion made by Mr. Loomis and seconded by Mrs. Wood.  
  
REFERRALS: 
 
15-171 City of Saratoga Springs Zoning Board 
Mr. Valentine presented an application for area variance for Moore Hall, 
LLC/Bonacio to demolish an existing 6 story building and replace with 26 
residential units along Union Ave and White St.  This building is also referred to 
as the Pink Palace, the area variances needed were provided in a chart Mr. 
Valentine handed out to the board.   Mr. Valentine stated that the board will 
have this application in hand again for site plan review in May and he 
recommended No Significant County Wide or Inter Community Impact.  
 
16-48 City of Mechanicville Planning Board 
Mr. Valentine presented an application for Site Plan Review for the demolition of 
an existing Cumberland Farms Convenient Store and the construction of a 
4,786 SF new store.  All accesses to the site will remain the same and there will 
be 4 gas pumps.  Mr. Valentine recommended No Significant County Wide or 
Inter Community Impact.   
 
16-61 Town of Halfmoon Planning Board 
Mr. Valentine presented an application for Site Plan Review for Rte. 146 Car 
Wash.  The applicant is proposing a 1,800 SF two bay automatic car wash on 
1.5 acres in the C-1 Zoning district. Mr. Valentine recommended that the two 
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current points of access from NYS Rte. 146 for the Sunoco station be utilized for 
the car wash.  This would eliminate the need for a 3rd proposed driveway to Rte. 
146. Mr. Valentine recommended No Significant County Wide or Inter 
Community Impact with the above referenced comment on access.  
 
16-63 Town of Malta Planning Board 
Mr. Kemper presented an application for Site Plan Review of 4 lot line 
adjustments and a 950’ private driveway for future access to a commercial 
development.  These lot lines are for the PDD development that the County 
Planning Board reviewed in October 2015.  Mr. Kemper recommended No 
Significant County Wide or Inter Community Impact with the comment that any 
work that occurs in the County Right of Way will require a DPW permit.  
 
16-64 Town of Malta Planning Board  
Mr. Kemper stated that this referral connects to 16-63 with the lot line 
adjustments.  This if for Site Plan Review of Stewart’s Shop to construct a 3,975 
SF store with 5 fuel dispensers along Round Lake Road(CR# 80).  Discussion 
was held about the roundabout at this intersection and how the orientation of 
the store has the rear of the building facing the roundabout which has the 
utilities and dumpsters located there.  It was suggested that if the building was 
shifted 90 degrees then this could be avoided. It was also suggested that if the 
building is left as proposed in the application that the back of the building 
should be screened to mitigate the visual impacts of the rear of the store. Mr. 
Kemper recommended No Significant County Wide or Inter Community Impact. 
 
16-65 Town of Malta Planning Board  
Mr. Kemper presented an application for Site Plan Review for Stewart’s Shop to 
construct a 5,300 SF building and a 1,225 SF Adirondack Trust Bank. There 
will be 6 fuel dispensers with a stand-alone diesel pump. Mr. Kemper stated 
that the proposed project will require sign-off from NYS Department of 
Transportation and issuance of a Saratoga County Work Permit for any work 
proposed within the ROW for Luther Forest Blvd.  Discussion was held with 
respect to the extension of the pedestrian amenities to connect with the existing 
trail infrastructure within LFTC.  Discussion was also held regarding the 
orientation of the proposed build and the consideration that it be shifted so that 
the front of the building would face towards Route 67/Luther Forest Boulevard 
and the roundabout with appropriate visual enhancements made to other 
building elevations. Mr. Kemper recommended No Significant County Wide or 
Inter Community Impact.  
 
16-75 Town of Clifton Park Planning Board  
Mr. Kemper presented an application for Site Plan Review of a 3-Story 57,000 
SF office building with two smaller retail buildings on a 5.5 acres parcel along 
NYS Rte. 9.  Mr. Kemper explained that this proposal is located behind the 
current Chili’s and Delmonico’s Restaurants.  Traffic in this general area has 
been documented to be significant according to a traffic report.  Town is trying 
to figure out how to efficiently address the traffic issues.  At this time the Town 
Engineer is still reviewing the traffic report. The County Planning Board decided 
to request additional information before rendering a decision.  They are 
requesting that the site plan be expanded to illustrate the driveway locations 
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and ROW limits that exist on the east side of Rt. 9 and the north side of Fire 
Road, including the NYS Rt. 9/Fire Road intersection.   
 
16-76 Town of Clifton Park Planning Board 
Mr. Kemper presented application for Site Plan for the construction of a two 
story mixed use building with office space and retail use along Vischer Ferry 
Road(CR#90).  The Saratoga County Planning Board requested additional 
information before rendering a decision on the above application.  The SCPB 
requested that the highway limits on Grooms and Vischer Ferry Road be shown 
on the plans.  It is also recommended that the applicant explore the feasibility 
of banking some of the parking if it is deemed to be necessary once a tenant is 
confirmed and parking space use determined.  A work permit will be required 
from SCDPW for any work proposed within the ROW limits of Vischer Ferry 
Road or Grooms Road. 
 
16-78 City of Saratoga Springs Planning Board 
Mr. Valentine presented an application for Special Use Permit and Site Plan 
Review for the Adelphi Hotel/Commissary Kitchen.  This is an expansion of an 
existing kitchen.  Mr. Valentine recommended No Significant County Wide or 
Inter Community Impact.   
 
A motion to approve Planning Department recommendations for the referrals as 
presented was made by Mr. Loomis, the motion was seconded by Mrs. Wood 
and unanimously approved. 
 
DISCLAIMER:  Recommendations made by the Saratoga County Planning Board on 
referrals and subdivisions are based upon the receipt and review of a “full statement of 
such proposed action” provided directly to SCPB by the municipal referring agency as 
stated under General Municipal Law Section 239.  A determination of action is rendered 
by the SCPB based upon the completeness and accuracy of information presented by its 
staff.  The SCPB cannot be accountable for a decision rendered through incomplete or 
inaccurate information received as part of the complete statement.  
 
SUBDIVISIONS 
16-A-22 Town of Clifton Park Planning Board 
Mr. Kemper presented the 2 lot subdivision of 5.2 acres along Cresecent 
Road(CR#92).  Mr. Kemper pointed out that it appeared a variance would be 
necessary due to the proximity of the proposed structure to Crescent Road.  He 
also noted that the construction of the dwelling and septic system was in close 
proximity to the steep bank.  Perhaps a geotechnical report should be provided 
to the Town prior to any decision being made by the Town of Clifton Park.  
Mr. Kemper recommended No Significant County Wide or Inter Community 
Impact with the above mentioned comments. 
 
16-A-24 Town of Clifton Park Planning Board 
Mr. Kemper presented an application for a 2 lot subdivision of 3.04 acres along 
Vishcer Ferry Road(CR#90).  Mr. Kemper noted that with the proposed house 
locations on the subdivision plan it would be unlikely the houses could be built 
with adequate yard areas without impacting the wetland areas in front of the 
homes.    
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A motion to approve Planning Department recommendations for the 
subdivisions as presented was made by Mr. McPherson.  The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Dal Pos and unanimously approved. 
   
Adjournment 
As there was no other business to come before the board, on a motion made by 
Mr. Loomis and seconded by Mr. Dal Pos the meeting was adjourned with all in 
favor. 
 
                                                                   Respectfully Submitted, 
                                                                   Jaime L. O’Neill, planner 


